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Office Action Summary 



Application No. 

10/643,230 
Examiner 



Applicant(s) 

RINTZ 
Art Unit 



Status 



■ 1.136(a). ,„ no even,, however, may a reply be timely Hled . 

• Failure to reply within the set or extended ^^^^17^^^ "? T, S ' X (6 > M0NTHS fram *• mailing date of this communication 
Any reply received by the Office later than three monms 2 c iMS Sato oMH, ,0 ,. become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 704(b) communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 



1)13 Responsive to comrtiunication(s) filed on 18 August 2(m 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final 

3)D Smce this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
. closed ,n accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11 453 o.G. 213. 



Disposition of Claims 

4) G3 Claim(s) £8 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) __ 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 



is/are withdrawn from consideration. 



6) 13 Claim(s) US is/are rejected. 

7) D_Cl.a im (s) is/a reobjected-tor 



8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 
Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on _ is/are: a)D accepted or b)G objected to by the Examiner 

Apphcant may not request that any objection to the dravying(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 85(a) 

11) n T^ToTo ent H d T in ^ heet(S, inC ' Udin9 C ° rreCti0n iS feqUired if the d ™>^ is objected to. See 37 CFR 1 121(d) 

1 1) D The oath or declaration » objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-1 52 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §119 

12) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under35 U.S.C. § 1l9(a)-(d) or(f) 
a)D All b)D Some * c)Q Norte of: . 

1 • □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No 

3. U Cop.es of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in thisUaional Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)) 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received " 
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1) 3 Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) U Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1 449 or PTO/SR/nm 
Paper No(s)/Mail Date . 'od/uo; 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 

PTOL-326 (Rev. 1-04) 



Interview Summary (PTO-413) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

5) LJ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 



6)U 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Drawings 

1. The drawings are objected to under .37 CFR 1.83(a). The drawings must show every 
feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the flexible portion and the rigid 
perimeter portion recited in claims 1 , 3, and 5 must be shown or the feature(s) canceled from the 
claim(s). No new matter should be entered. 

A proposed drawing correction or corrected drawings are required in reply to the Office 
action to avoid abandonment of the application. The objection to the drawings will not be held 
in abeyance. 

Applicant is required to submit a proposed drawing correction in reply to this Office 

action. However, formal correction of the noted defect may be deferred until after the examiner 
has considered the proposed drawing correction. Failure to timely submit the proposed drawing 
correction will result in the abandonment of the application. 



Claim Objections 

Claim 3 is objected to as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and 
distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 3 recites the limitation "said outer surface" in line 6. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

The Office interprets the "said outer surface" to be "an outer surface" Appropriate 
correction is required. 
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Any further rejection of, or indications of the allowability of, claims 3 is based on claim 
3, as it is understood by the Office. 



Claim Rejections. 35 USC §102 
1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

2. Claims 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Zimmerman et al. 
(3,663,781). 



assembly comprising; 

a face plate member 1 having a rigid perimeter portion and a flexible portion (col.2, lines 
20-21) associated with said rigid perimeter portion; and 

means 10, 1 1 for illuminating said flexible portion (col.2, lines 20-21). 

Regarding claim 2, Zimmerman et al. (col. 1, lines 50-67) discloses one or more switches 
6, 7 in communication with said means 10, 1 1 for illuminating. 

Regarding claim 3, Zimmerman et al. (col. 1, lines 50-67) discloses a light switch 
assembly comprising; 

a face plate member having a rigid perimeter portion and a flexible portion associated 
with said rigid perimeter portion; 

means 10, 1 1 for illuminating said outer surface; and 
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means la, lb for removably attaching said face plate member 1 to an electrical box of a 
structure 2. 

Regarding claim 4, Zimmerman et al. (col. 1, lines 50-67) discloses at least one light 
switch 6, 7 in communication with said means 10, 11 for illuminating. 

* - ■ 1 

Regarding claim 5, Zimmerman et al. (col. 1, lines 50-67) discloses a light switch 
assembly comprising: 

a mounting member la, lb; 

a face plate member 1 having a rigid perimeter portion; 

a flexible light assembly 10, 11 including a lighting sheet or lamp associated with said 
rigid perimeter portion; and 



- mea ^oU 

lines 35-37) for energizing adapted for communication with a structure's supply of electrical 

energy, said means (col. 1, lines 35-37) for energizing having at least one switch 6, 7 which is 

accessible through the flexible light assembly 10, 1 1 . 

Regarding claim 6, Zimmerman et al. (col. 1, lines 50-67) discloses that at least one 
switch is a plurality of switches 6, 7. 

Regarding claim 7, Zimmerman et al. (col. 1, lines 50-67) discloses a means 8, 9 for 
maintaining communication between said means (col. 1, lines 35-37) for energizing and the 
structure's supply of electrical energy. . 

Regarding claim 8, Zimmerman et al. (col. 1, lines 50-67) discloses a power source (col. 
2, lines 11-13). 
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Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Fujiyoshi et al. U.S. Patent No. 4,757, 168 discloses a switch plate including a power 
source, a flexible light assembly, and light display. 

Carlisle U.S. Patent No. 4,565,023 discloses a switch plate including a lighting sheet, a 
flexible light assembly, and light display. 

* 

Filion et al. U.S. Patent No. 5,448,028 discloses a switch cover including a power source, 

■ 

a flexible light assembly, and light display. 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
-exammer^^ - _ __ — 

examiner can normally be reached on weekdays from 8:30am to 5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Mr. 

Dean Reichard, can be reached on (571) 272-2800 ext 3 1 . The fax phone number for the 



organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 
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